
 

1963 Army Vet 
Service: 
   He served from 1963-1966. All of the time in the service was overseas (deployments) except 6 
weeks. 
Assignment: 
   Weapons specialist, working to become a sniper. 
Transition: 
   He was honorably discharged and was overseas when he was told he was going to be going 
home by the end of the week. He had no classes about what to expect or how to live a life out of 
the military (offered today). He had a really hard time transitioning; it was almost impossible with 
both the lack of job relatability as well as the lack of family support. When he came home all of 
his family rejected him, except one sister, because they thought that he was dangerous and 
could hurt them. 
Homeless Story: 
   Yet, only 3 years ago is when he fell into homelessness. This was due to losing his wife of 53 
years and moving to Colorado at the same time. He’s found that through these last 3 years of 
being unhoused that Volunteers of America (VOA) has helped a lot with trying to find housing as 
well as trying to get a steady job, but the Veteran Association (VA) hasn’t. He would try to go 
into the VA (offices not hospital) but wouldn’t get straight answers about any of his possible 
benefits or who would help him. 
Mental/Physical Challenges: 
   Had bad PTSD and went to classes at the VA hospital, but wasn’t helpful. The small rooms 
that they were in created more problems than solved any. With that lack of help for a long time 
the PTSD manifested into anger. That anger mostly comes out in groups of people (3+) 
because there are too many things happening, but when alone the PTSD doesn’t impact much. 
When in groups he found that it was hard not to hurt anyone, so he just try’s to be alone. 
School/Benefits: 
   School was the only thing that helped with staying busy after service, and it was paid for by 
serving (GI Bill). He went to school 3 different times. For. Industrial machines, machinery 
control, and truck driving. And truck driving was the only thing that made him happy because he 
could do it by himself and someone was relying on him to finish the job (similar to military). The 
only other benefit was that medical was free, but nothing else that was offered (small amount) 
helped with anything. 
Jobs: 
   Getting a job isn’t hard, there is work everywhere it is just hard to keep a job. All of the jobs 
that he could get didn’t have any similarity (labor-wise) to the jobs in the military. So he got 
bored easily and it “disgusted him”. 
Biggest Change: 
   Waking up each day and not knowing what to do, because no one has set things out for you 
or told you what to do. 
  



 

  
Greatest Misunderstanding/Myth: 
   People misunderstand what being a veteran means. The choice of the military was offered 
just like college was and he was just a person who chose to go down that path. And the military 
now is very different from how it was when he served, so not all veterans and active members 
are the same even if they were in the same branch/job/deployment. 
Colorado’s Difference: 
   Colorado is much more accepting of veterans, always thanking them. In the South where he 
first was (after transitioning) people treated him like “the enemy” 
What Change Is Needed?: 
   Understand that one of the worst things you can do is turn your back on vets. That due to their 
personality they rarely ask for help. So when they do, they really need it. That really anything 
helps, even if it’s not significant for you, the little bit of help that you can offer – food, spare 
change, new shoes—can not only help them psychically, but also mentally. It reassures them 
that humanity is good and there is still someone who wants them to be here. 
 


